Research into Artists: Bibliography

This list is not comprehensive, but gives a selection of books that should be a good starting point for your research into particular artists. Listings of further reference books and information can be also found at www.vam.ac.uk/nal/findinginfo/info_artists/index.html
· BRITISH ARTISTS

The Dictionary of Artists 1760-1893 Algernon Graves (Kingsmead Press)

Brief details including name, town, years and places exhibited, with speciality. 

Dictionary of Victorian Painters Christopher Wood (Antique Collectors’ Club)

Short biographies of painters working in Britain around 1837-1901, including index of artists’ monograms. 

The Dictionary of British Artists, 1880-1940 J Johnson & A Greutzner (Antique Collectors’ Club)

Short biographies of British artists, 1880-1840, including places exhibited. 
Hidden Talents: A Dictionary of Neglected Artists Working 1880-1950

Jeremy Wood (Jeremy Wood Fine Art, 1994)

Very useful guide to artists omitted from the standard reference texts.

The Dictionary of British Watercolour Artists up to 1920 H L Mallalieu (Antique Collectors’ Club)
6,000-7,000 watercolour artists with short text on each and some 800 black and white illustrations. 

Dictionary of British Artists Working 1900 -1950 Grant M Waters (Eastbourne Fine Art Publications)

Over 5,500 artists in two volumes.  

20th Century Painters and Sculptors Frances Spalding (Antique Collectors’ Club)

Lists 7,000 artists ranging from the First World War to the present date. 

Biographical details and lists of attributed works.

Artists in Britain Since 1945 (2 volumes) David Buckman (Art Dictionaries Limited)

Around 14,500 biographical entries, including recent contemporary artists

Dictionary of Scottish Art & Architecture Peter J M McEwan (Antique Collectors’ Club)

Contains over 11,000 biographical entries covering the period between 1660-1990

The Dictionary of Scottish Painters 1600-1960 Paul Harris and Julian Halsby (Canongate/Phaidon Press)

Dictionary of British Sculptors 1660-1851 Rupert Gunnis (Oldham’s Press Ltd. or The Abbey Library)

Sculpture in 20th century Britain (Volume II), A Guide to the Leeds Collections Penelope Curtis Ed. (Henry Moore Institute)

Although primarily a guide to the collections held in Leeds, this contains detailed entries on some of the leading and lesser-known 20th century British sculptors.

Royal Academy Exhibitors 1 (Royal Academy)

4 volumes covering 1769-1904 (Kingsmead)

6 volumes covering 1905-1970 (EP Publishing)

1 volume covering 1971 -1989 (Hilmarton Manor Press)

Alphabetic listings of exhibitors with title and catalogue number of works exhibited. 

· Regional Artists 

Merseyside Painters, People & Places Mary Bennett (Merseyside County Council)

Artists working in Liverpool and on Merseyside from the 18th century to 1978. Two volumes.

The Artists of Cumbria Marshall Hall (Marshall Hall Associates)

Detailed information on more than 350 painters, sculptors, draughtsmen and engravers.
Yorkshire Artists: A Short Dictionary Harry Turnbull (Scolar Press Ltd.) 

Survey of recorded painters, engravers and sculptors who have lived or worked in Yorkshire, born prior to 1921.

Painters in the Northern Counties of England and Wales Dennis Child (University of Leeds) 

Thorough list and details of nearly 4000 painters from “as far back as possible” to those born around 1930 connected with Cumbria, Northumbria , Durham, Cleveland, Lancashire, Yorkshire, Cheshire, Derbyshire, Lincolnshire and North Wales. 

· Prints and Printmaking 

Prints and Printmaking, A Dictionary and Handbook of the Art in the 19th Century Britain Raymond Lister (Methuen)
Dictionary of Victorian Engravers, Print Publishers and Their Works, 

Rodney K Engen (Chadwick-Healey Ltd)

Listings of nearly 1000 practitioners and publishers, with some illustrations. 

British Printmakers 1855-1955: A Century of Printmaking from the Etching Revival to St Ives Robin Garton (Scolar Press)

An A-Z of artists including biographies and reference material fro over 400 principal artists

An Illustrated Dictionary of British Steel Engravers Basil Hunnisett (Scolar Press)

Over 600 biographies of artists

British Prints: Dictionary and Price Guide Ian Mackenzie (Antique Collectors’ Club)

Brief biographies of British printmakers working from 1650-1950 and an idea of their market values

How to Identify Prints Bamber Gascoigne (Thames and Hudson)

A very useful guide to prints and printmaking techniques

· WORLDWIDE ARTISTS
A Dictionary of Art and Artists Peter and Linda Murray (Penguin Books)

Short biographies of over 1,000 of the better known painters, sculptors and engravers over the past 700 years.  

Dictionary of Sea Painters E H H Archibald (Antique Collectors’ Club) 

Styles and details of over 800 international painters of the sea, with specialist sections on maritime flags, ship profiles and coastal craft. 

The World’s Master Paintings from the Early Renaissance to the Present Day Christopher Wright (Routledge)

Lists the better-known artists and locations of their works throughout the world. 

Dictionnaire des Peintres, Sculpteurs, Dessinateurs et Graveurs (commonly known as Benezit) Emmanuel Bènèzit (Grund)

Dictionary of international artists running to many volumes. Includes many lesser known artists. Text written in French. 
Allgemeines Küstlerlexicon (AKL) (Saur)
Information on some 270,000 artists. Text written in German.

The Dictionary of Art (also known as The Grove Dictionary of Art) Jane Turner Ed. (Grove)

Major international dictionary of art focussing on well known artists. Online version available either by subscription or free via subscribing libraries (ask at your library). For Liverpool visit http://www.liverpool.gov.uk/Leisure_and_culture/Libraries/Reference/index.asp 
· Signatures and Monograms 

The Classified Dictionary of Artists Signatures, Symbols and Monograms  H H Caplan 

(George Prior Publishers) 

Victorian Painters’ Monograms Peter Nahum (W Foulsham & Co Ltd.) 

Monograms of Victorian and Edwardian Artists Peter Nahum (Hillmarton Manor Press)

The Concise Dictionary of Artists’ Signatures Radway Jackson (Alpine Fine Arts Collection Limited)

Signatures & Monogrammes d’Artistes des XIXe et XXe siècles (Editions Van Wilder)

10,000 signatures and monograms of artists of the 19th and 20th centuries.
European Artists: Signatures and Monograms, 1800-1990 John Castagno (The Scarecrow Press Inc.)

· GENERAL
Who’s Who in Art (The Art Trade Press Ltd)

Published annually, this is a list of contemporary artists and those in the art world. 

Gordon’s Art Sales Index and Hislop’s Art Sales Index

Annual publications (online version available) listing prices of artworks sold at auctions worldwide. 
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford)

Includes scholarly articles on many well-known British artists. Online version available. 
Dictionary of Artists’ Models Jill Berk Jiminez (Fitzroy Dearborn)

Watermarks in Paper (W. A. Churchill) Niewkoop B. De Graaf

Visual reference guide to watermarks in paper in Holland, England, France etc in the 17th and 18th centuries.
· Internet
There is a vast amount of information available on the Internet, including artists’ own official websites. You can also find links to numerous public and commercial galleries. Many of these include information about particular artists. Use any of the standard search engines to find this information.

Two very useful sites for information relating to worldwide artists are: 

Tate (London, Liverpool & St Ives) 
www.tate.org.uk/collection/ 

The Getty (California, USA)
www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/ and www.getty.edu/research/conducting_research/ 
Some of the major reference works, including the Dictionary of National Biography and The Grove Dictionary of Art (Oxford Art Online) can be accessed online through public libraries, including Liverpool central library: http://www.liverpool.gov.uk/Leisure_and_culture/Libraries/Reference/index.asp
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